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Detroit Police Department Converts to Smith & Wesson M&P40 Pistols & M&P15 Tactical Rifles

April 30, 2009

SPRINGFIELD, Mass., April 30 /PRNewswire-FirstCall/ -- Smith & Wesson Holding Corporation (Nasdaq: SWHC), parent company of Smith &
Wesson Corp., the legendary 157-year old company in the global business of safety, security, protection and sport, announced today that the Detroit
Police Department will equip its force with Smith & Wesson Military & Police (M&P) Series pistols and with M&P Series tactical rifles. The orders mark
a conversion of the entire Detroit Police Department to Smith & Wesson firearms. The orders also demonstrate Smith & Wesson's progress towards its
stated strategy to expand its professional law enforcement customer base.

M&P40 Polymer Pistols

The Department has placed an order for 5,000 Smith & Wesson M&P40 polymer pistols, chambered in .40 S&W. The pistols will be issued to each
officer of the Detroit Police Department and will replace currently issued, non-Smith & Wesson firearms supplied by a European-based manufacturer.
During the selection process for a new duty sidearm, the M&P pistol was compared exclusively with the department's then-current handgun. The
M&P40 received high marks on officer evaluation forms for the pistol's ergonomics, operating controls and reliability. The M&P pistol was also noted
for its ambidextrous controls and the ability to customize the grip size of the pistol to each officer's preference.

M&P15 Tactical Rifles

The Department has also placed an order for 350 M&P15 tactical rifles. The rifles will become available to officers upon the completion of a
certification course. While reviewing new patrol rifles during the test and evaluation process, the Detroit Police Department compared the M&P15
against a broad range of competitive semi-automatic rifles. The M&P15 was acknowledged for the high quality of its components, the fact that it is
produced in the United States, and that it is fully supported with training offered by Smith & Wesson.

Detroit Chief of Police, James R. Barren, Ph.D., said, "Converting our department to a completely new brand of firearms was a significant decision that
required a great deal of evaluation by our officers. The Smith & Wesson M&P40 and the M&P15 merited a review, based upon their selection by a
number of other law enforcement agencies recently. Both of these firearms were thoroughly tested and found to meet or exceed all of our
requirements. The pistols allow each officer to customize the fit and feel of the sidearm and that translates into a safer and more efficient environment
on the job. We were also impressed with the level of customer service that Smith & Wesson can deliver, along with the warranty that stands behind
both the M&P40 pistols and the M&P15 tactical rifles.”

Leland Nichols, Senior Vice President of Sales and Marketing for Smith & Wesson, said, "We are extremely pleased and honored that the Detroit
Police Department has chosen to equip its officers with multiple firearms from our M&P series. This series of products has been designed especially to
address the needs of global law enforcement and military personnel and is manufactured in the United States. The Detroit Police Department's
commitment to provide its police officers, and therefore its citizens, with the highest quality and the highest level of safety possible is demonstrated by
the decision to convert to both the M&P40 pistol and M&P15 rifle. Both of these firearms have earned the respect of police agencies both in the United
States and abroad. Currently, the M&P pistol has been approved or adopted by 505 U.S. police departments, and the M&P15 tactical rifle has been
approved or adopted by 221 U.S. police departments."

About Smith & Wesson

Smith & Wesson Holding Corporation, a global leader in safety, security, protection and sport, is parent company to Smith & Wesson Corp., one of the
world's largest manufacturers of quality firearms and firearm safety/security products and parent company to Thompson/Center Arms Company, Inc., a
premier designer and manufacturer of premium hunting rifles, black powder rifles, interchangeable firearms systems and accessories under the
Thompson/Center brand. Smith & Wesson licenses shooter protection, knives, apparel, and other accessory lines. Smith & Wesson is based in
Springfield, Massachusetts with manufacturing facilities in Springfield, Houlton, Maine, and Rochester, New Hampshire. The Smith & Wesson
Academy is America's longest running firearms training facility for law enforcement, military and security professionals. For more information on Smith
& Wesson, call (800) 331-0852 or log on to www.smith-wesson.com. For more information on Thompson/Center Arms, log on to www.tcarms.com.
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